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LONG MELFORD & LICENSING– POLICE BACKGROUND REPORT 

1 Background 

As a Responsible Authority under the Licensing Act 2003, police are required to act in support of the 
four licensing objectives: 

 The prevention of crime and disorder 

 Public safety 

 The prevention of public nuisance 

 The protection of children from harm. 

Babergh District Licensing Department have asked Police to provide a background report on local 

incidents, including any crime and disorder, recorded in Long Melford, to help inform Council’s 

appraisal of an application for a new premises licence (covering the supply of alcohol for 

consumption off premises only), in Hall Street, Long Melford. 

Suffolk Police Licensing have reviewed relevant data for the period 01/10/2016 – 01/20/2017, and 

have consulted with the local Safer Neighbourhood Team in the preparation of this report.  

 

2  Events/Investigations/Offences  

2.1 Events related to events at/near Licensed Premises 

In the period 01/10/2016 to 01/10/2017 there were 16 events reported to, and recorded by police 

where the location was given as Licensed Premises in Long Melford (see Table 1 below). These 16 

events were constituted of: 

 6 reports of ‘Road Related Offence’  at/near the premises 

 4 reports of ‘Nuisance/ASB’ at/near the premises 

 2 reports of ‘Road Traffic Collision- with injury’ in the road near the premises 

 2 reports of ‘Theft’ at premises 

 1 report of ‘Suspicious Circs/Vehicle’ near the premises 

 1 report of ‘Harassment’ at premises 

  

A review of the details in the table below shows that the majority of events relate to matters that 

are not directly related to licensable activities carried out at those premises.  

 

None of the events were deemed to have resulted from any failure by premises staff to uphold 

licensing objectives. 

 
 

Licensing Officer, Community Safety Unit,  
Sudbury Police Station, Action Lane, 
Sudbury, CO10 1QN. Tel: 01284 774330 
Calls may be monitored for quality control, security and training purposes.  www.suffolk.police.uk 
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Table 1 – Events – Licensed Premises – Long Melford (01/10/2016 – 01/10/2017) 

 
Date Locus Category Detail

24/06/2017 BULL HOTEL,HALL ST    HARASSMENT Patron domestic related - harrassment

11/02/2017 THE SWAN,HALL ST    NUISANCE - ASB Guest reported abusive to staff - related to  domestic issue

07/06/2017 COCK & BELL,HALL ST    NUISANCE - ASB Vehicles parked across driveway, blocking access to pub carpark

02/07/2017 BULL HOTEL,HALL ST    NUISANCE - ASB Vehicles parked at rear of locus - blocking pedestrian access

05/08/2017 COCK & BELL,HALL ST    NUISANCE - ASB Noise/ASB by group youths moving from pub to pub. 

01/10/2016 GEORGE & DRAGON,HALL ST    ROAD RELATED OFFENCE Patron leaving premises sees vehicle being driven dangerously

14/04/2017 BULL HOTEL,HALL ST    ROAD RELATED OFFENCE Report of vehicle driving from Acton to Long Melford in erratic manner

16/06/2017 BLACK LION HOTEL,CHURCH WALK    ROAD RELATED OFFENCE Parking complaint - vehicle parked on bus stop

12/08/2017 BULL HOTEL,HALL ST    ROAD RELATED OFFENCE Vehicles parked in front of locus - blocking pedestrian access

18/08/2017 THE SWAN,HALL ST    ROAD RELATED OFFENCE Report of possible drink driver

14/09/2017 THE SWAN,HALL ST    ROAD RELATED OFFENCE Report of possible drink driver

28/11/2016 GEORGE & DRAGON,HALL ST    RTC - PERSONAL INJURY Road traffic collision near premises

24/03/2017 GEORGE & DRAGON,HALL ST    RTC - PERSONAL INJURY Road traffic collision near premises

01/04/2017 BULL HOTEL,HALL ST    SUS CIRCS/VEHICLE Report of suspicious vehicle

19/02/2017 BULL HOTEL,HALL ST    THEFT - OTHER Theft from hotel room

21/08/2017 GEORGE & DRAGON,HALL ST    THEFT - OTHER Theft of mobile phone at premises  
 

2.2 Investigations/Offences related to Licensed Premises 

Not all ‘events’ become ‘investigations’. They may simply be left as a record of an event, where no 

further investigation is required, or offence recorded. ‘Investigations’ and ‘offences’ are recorded 

separately to ‘events’.  

The table below shows a list (with counts) of Investigation/Offence types recorded in the Long 

Melford area (i.e. not just at Licensed Premises) over the period 01/10/2016 – 01/10/2017. The 

types of investigations/offences listed are those which are most commonly associated with licensing 

related problems, or the “Night Time Economy” (NTE), and for which there was a record in Long 

Melford for the time period given. 

In only 2 instances was the location of the investigation given as licensed premises, and of those 

two, neither were found to be related to any failure to uphold the Licensing Objectives. 

Table 2 – NTE/Licensing Type Investigations – Long Melford – 01/10/2016 – 01/10/2017 

Investigation Type Total

Locus -

Licensed

Premises 

Licensing 

failure 

related

Affray 1 0 0

ASB- Nuisance 4 0 0

Assault - ABH 12 0 0

Common Assault - without injury 16 1 0

Criminal damage - vehicle 17 0 0

Criminal damage - building (non-dwelling) 2 1 0

Criminal damage - dwelling 6 0 0

Criminal damage - other 8 0 0

Public order offences (Sec 4/4a) 7 0 0

Total 73 2 0  
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3 Summary 

Police have reviewed the above events, investigations and offences, and the picture that emerges is 

one of very low frequency problems associated with the ‘Night Time Economy’ or with the operation 

of licensed premises. 

Local SNT officers and Licensing officers consider Long Melford to be a low risk location from a police 

licensing perspective.  

On the basis of the reviewed data, and consultation with local officers, Suffolk Constabulary does not 

believe it has grounds, under any of the 4 Licensing Objectives, to object to the application in 

question. 

 

 

Report prepared by: 

Malcolm McKessar – Licensing Officer 

16th October 2017 


